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In  ii  paper  presented  to  the  society 
January  16,  1916,  on  the  Rev.  Paulus 
Van  Vlecq,  the  writer  showed  that 
on  May  20,  1710,  Paulus  Van  Vlecq 
organized  a  Dutch  Reformed  con- 
greg-ation  at  Neshaminy,  Bucks 
county.  That  it  was  a  Dutch  Re- 
formed congregation  cannot  at  all 
be  doubtful.  Both  pastor  and  peo- 
ple had  been  reared  in  the  Dutch 
church.  They  conducted  their  ser- 
vices in  the  Dutch  language  and  kept 
also  their  records  in  Dutch,  In  the 
fall  of  that  yeai-,  on  September  21, 
1710,  this  Dutch  Reformed  pastor 
asked  the  Presbytery  of  Philadelphia 
to  admit  him  to  membership.  This 
request  was  granted  "after  serious 
debating  thereon."  This  action, 
howevei-,  did  not  change  the  charac- 
ter of  the  congregation.  It  was  still 
a  Dutch  church  with  a  Dutch  pastoi-, 
who  for  the  time  being  was  a  mem- 
))er  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  The 
latter  fact  fixed  his  ecclesiastical 
standing,  but  not  his  language  nor 
his  faith. 

How  irregular  church  matters  were 
at  that  time,  at  least  from  our  point 
of  view,  is  seen  from  the  fact  that 
in  the  year  1711  two  members  of 
Van  Vlecq's  church,  Derick  Crusson 
(Tioesen)  and  Stoffel  Van  Sandt, 
signed  a  paper,  drawn  up  by  the  Rev. 
Malachi  Jones,  pastor  of  the  Abing- 
ton  Presbyterian  Church  (then  in 
process  of  formation)  by  which  they 
pledged  themselves  "to  the  Lord  and 
to  one  another  to  unite  in  a  church- 
state  according  to  rule  God  gave  in 
his  word."(l)  This  can  only  mean 
that  they  were  willing  to  give  Mr. 
Jones  some  financial  assistance,  in 
the  building  of  his  chxirch,  for  both 
were  then     members  of  Van  Vlecq's 


church,  Dirck  Croesen  being  receiv- 
ed as  a  member  b>-  Van  Vlecq  on  June 
23,  1711.(2).  None  of  the  other  70 
persons,  who  signejj  the  pledge  of 
Mr.  Jones,  are  found  in  the  record 
of  Van  Vlecq. 

But,  after  Van  Vlecq  had  left 
Pennsylvania  in  1713,  a  new  Presby- 
terian church  was  organized  in  1719 
at  Bensalem,  Bucks  county.  This 
organization  was  joined  by  eighteen 
Dutch  people,  who  had  been  mem- 
bers of  Van  Vlecq's  church.  On 
April  22,  1719,  they  were  received  by 
the  Rev.  Malachi  Jones  "on  pro- 
fession of  faith,"  and  the  record  of 
this  event  was  entered  by  the  elder, 
Ohristoffel  Van  Sandt,  into  the  Ne- 
shaminy record  book,  begun  by  Van 
Vlecq.  This  proves  clearly  that  the 
Dutch  congregation  had  been  merged 
into  a  Presbyterian  church.  This 
state  of  affairs  continued  till  the 
pastorate  of  Rev.  Malachi  Jones 
came  to  an  end,  on  March  26,  1729, 
by  his  death.  Then  the  Dutch  people 
thought  the  time  had  come  for  them 
to  reorganize  and  to  become  again  an 
independent  congregation.  To  this 
end  they  invited  the  Rev.  Cornelius 
Van  Santvoord  of  Stnten  Island  to 
visit  them. 

I 

EFFORTS    TO    SECURE  DORSIUS 
FOR  PENNSYDVANIA,  17:!0-1737. 

Van  Santvoord  complied  with  the 
request     of  the     Dutch     people  in 


(1)  See  N.  Bagg,  History  of  Abing- 
ton  Presbyterian  Church,  Abington, 
pp.  1-2. 

(2)  See  Neshaminy  Record  in 
Journal  of  Presbyterian  Historical 
Society,  Vol.   I,  p.  119. 
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Bucks  county  on  May  3d,  1730,  when 
he  not  only  preached  for  them  and 
baptized  nine  of  their  children,  but 
also  installed  Chi-istoffel  Van  Sant 
and  Gerrit  (Gerhard)  Croesen  as 
elders,  Benjamin  Corsen  and  Abra- 
ham Van  der  Grift  as  deacons  of  the 
congregation.  This  event  marked  a 
new  chapter  in  the  history  of  the 
congregation.  Henceforth  it  was  no 
longer  under  Presbyterian  supervi- 
sion, but  it  proclaimed  itself  and 
continued  to  be  an  independent 
Dutch  Reformed  congregation.  But 
its  connection  with  the  organization 
of  Van  Vlecq  is  established  by  the 
tact  that  virtually  the  same  people 
(except  a  few  newcomers)  con- 
stituted the  membership  of  both  or- 
ganizations. In  other  words,  the 
chuich  of  Van  Vlecci,  organized  in 
1710,  disbanded  in  1714.  was  reor- 
ganized in  17  30. 

Another  important  event  took 
place  on  May  3,  1  730.  The  congre- 
gation addressed  a  letter  (at  the  sug- 
gestion of  Van  Santvoord)  to  Domi- 
nes  David  Knibbe  and  John  Wilhel- 
mius,  Dutch  Refoimed  pastors  at 
Leyden  and  Rotterdam  in  Holland. 
As  this  docviment  has  not  been  pub- 
lished before,  we  insert  it  in  full:  (3) 

'To  the  Reverend,  Pious  and  Very 
Dearned  Sirs,  Messrs.  David  Knibbe 
and  John  Wilhelmius,  faithful  and 
zealous  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  at 
l_,eyden  and  Rotterdam. 

"We,  the  consistory  of  the  Chris- 
tian Reformed  Dutch  congregation  in 
Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania,  take  the 
libert.v  of  requesting  the  assistance 
of  your  Reverences.  Under  the  pro- 
\idence  of  God  we  have  here  our 
liomes,  but  thus  far  have  had  no  in- 
struction in  the  doctrines  of  truth 
which       tend  to     godliness,     in  our 


(3)  This  letter,  as  well  as  others 
that  follow  ai-e  preserved  in  the 
Archives  of  the  General  Synod  of  the 
Reformed  Church  of  America  at  New 
Brunswick,  N.  J.,  where  the  congre- 
gation deposited  all  its  early  I'ecords 
and  papers.  They  are  in  the  Gard- 
ner A.  Sage  Ijibrary  of  the  Theologi- 
r:il  Seminary  at  New  Brunswick. 


mother-tongue,  a  language  best  un- 
derstood by  us.  Hitherto  our  num- 
ber was  too  small  and  too  weak  to 
raise  a  sufficient  salary  for  a  regular 
minister.  Meanwhile  we  lack  for 
ourselves  and  our  families  that  in- 
struction which  we  can  best  under- 
stand and  most  urgently  need,  and 
which  we  at  the  same  time  most 
eagerly  desire. 

"We,  therefore,  request  your 
Reverences  submisively,  for  the 
honor  of  God  and  the  establishment 
of  this  church,  to  select  for  us  a 
suitable  man,  of  about  thirty  years 
of  age,  unmai'ried,  having  a  dis- 
tinct pronunciation,  well  grounded 
in  the  doctrines  of  truth,  able  to  in- 
struct and  admonish  us,  to  silence  all 
gainsayei's,  and  of  an  edifying  walk 
and  conversation.  Having  found  such 
a  man,  we  give  you  full  power  and 
authority  to  call  him  in  our  name 
and  that  of  the  congi-egation,  as  our 
regular  minister,  to  have  the  proper 
ecclesiastical  qualification  conferi'ed 
upon  him,  and  we  promise  him  a 
yearly  salary  of  60  pounds,  of  which 
his  Reverence  is  to  receive  payment 
for  the  first  half  year  upon  deliver- 
ing his  first  sermon  among  us,  and  in 
case  the  congregaton  increases,  his 
salary  shall  increase  correspondingly. 
He  is  also  to  receive  a  free  dwelling- 
house,  kindling  wood  and  the  pass- 
age money  for  himself  and  his 
goods  to  this  place  and  on  the  day 
of  the  T>ord  to  have  a  fre  conveyance. 

"But  we  demand  of  him  that  he 
preach  twice  ever-y  Sunday  and  also 
on  other  days,  accor'ding  to  the 
custom  of  our-  church,  at  two 
places,  frrrther  to  catechise  the 
youth  and  others  who  desire  in- 
struction and  to  do  everything- 
which   his  calling  demands. 

"We  promise  to  recognize  the 
legally  of  that  which  your  Reve- 
r-ences  shall  do,  to  receive  with  love 
the  person  sent  to  us,  and  that  the 
members  of  the  consistory  will  be 
chosen  from  time  to  time,  as  is  cirs- 
tfimary  at  pr-esent. 

"Done  thus  in  oirr  chirrch  gather- 
ing on   May  3,   1730,  by  irs. 
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"Your  submissive  servants,  the 
elders  and  deacons  of  the  above 
named  cong-reg-ation  in  Bucks 
county." 

When  Do.  Van  Santvoord  reached 
home  he  sent  a  letter  to  his  uncle, 
Benjamin  Corsen,  dated  May  0,  17;i0, 
in  which  he  gave  his  friends  further 
advice  regarding:  "the  means  ncce.?- 
sary  to  establish  a  congreijution  in 
Bucks  county."  He  iidvisecl  them 
first,  to  consider  well  hovy  many 
congregations  they  desired  to  estab- 
lish, what  should  be  their  re.spective 
boundaries  and!  what  families  should 
belong  to  each.  Secondly,  to  call  a 
meeting  of  the  male  members  of  the 
congregation  (or  congregations),  in 
order  to  elect  elders  and  deacons  in 
conformity  with  the  church  order  of 
the  Synod  of  Dort.  Thirdly,  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  calling-  of  a  minister  by 
settling  above  all  the  following 
items:  (I.)  The  salary  of  the  minis- 
ter, which  ought  to  be  not  less  than 
eighty  pounds  Pennsylvania  cui- 
rency;  (II.)  The  parsonage  and  glehe 
which  ought  to  contain  enough  pas- 
ture for  one  horse  and  two  or  three 
cows  and  at  least  a  small  garden  and 
a.  fair  orchard.  These  should  be  put 
in  order  while  the  call  was  on  its  way 
to  Holland.  Special  care  should  be 
taken  that  the  parsonage  be  located 
at  a  place  convenient  for  the  min- 
ister and  the  congregation.  (TTI)  T  ie 
salary  of  the  minister,  although  rais- 
ed by  free-will  offerings,  should  be 
put  on  a  secure  basis  by  establishing 
a  fvmd  from  whose  income  it  could 
be  paid. 

These  and  some  other  sug-gestinii.-- 
which  the  good  Domine  made  to  his 
friends  in  Bwks  county,  were  evi- 
diently  far  beyond  their  ability  to 
carry  out,  for  the  letter  sent  to  Hol- 
land as  well  as  later  evidence  show 
that  they  fell  far  short  of  the  ideal 
set  for  them. 

The  letter  to  Holland  ^^■as  entrust- 
ed to  two  German  Reformed  tra- 
verlers,  who  in  May,  11 '^0  were  set- 
ting out  on  a  journey  to  Holland. 
They  were  the  Rev.  George  Michael 
Weiss  and  Jacob  Reiff.  one  of  the 
members  of  the  Sldppack  Reformed 


congregation.  Reiff  was  entru.sted 
with  the  traveling  expenses  of  the 
new  minister  to  be  sent  from  Holland 
to  Bucks  county.  Messrs.  Weiss  and 
Reiff  were  traveling  to  Holland  at 
that  time,  in  order  to  collect  there 
some  money,  which  the  Dutch 
churches  in  Holland  had  contributed 
for  the  German  Reformed  congrega- 
tions in  Pennsylvania,  in  answer  to 
an  appeal,  which  Weiss  had  sent  to 
Holland  in  1727. 

The  answer  to  the  Bucks  county 
letter  from  Holland'  was  apparently 
long  delayed.  At  least  no  letters  of 
the  years  17  32  and  17  33  are  found  in 
the  archives  of  the  congregation. 
Moamwhile  dissensions  arose,  so  that 
Mr.  Gerrit  Croesen  again  wrote  to 
their  faithful  friend  on  Staten  Island, 
describing  to  him  their  sad  condition, 
and  asking  for  help  and  relief.  On 
May  9,  1733,  Rev.  Van  Santvoort 
sent  a  letter  to  his  uncle,  Benjamin 
Cor'sen,  in  which  he  expressed  deep 
regret  at  hearing  of  their  division 
and  that  John  Slecht  had  given  up 
his  office  as  reader  among  them.  He 
counselled  peace  and  unity,  offered  to 
come  himself  once  a  year  to  them  to 
administer  the  sacraments,  and,  it 
more  preaching  be  found  necessary, 
he  advised  them  to  apply  to  Do. 
Theodore  J.  Frelin.ghuisen,  the  Dutch 
Reformed  minister  at  Raritan  and 
New  Brunswick  in  New  Jersey. 

After  a  delay  of  several  years,  Rev. 
John  Wilhelmius  wrote  to  the  congre- 
gation, on  May  2  9,  17  34.  In  this  letter 
he  informed  them  that  the  first 
candiidate,  whom  he  had  secured  had 
disappointed  him.  But  that  he  had 
found  another  young  man  of  about 
24  years  of  a,ge.  who  was  anxious  to 
come.  As  he  was  poor  Wilhelmiys 
asked  permission  to  use  part  of  the 
money  sent  to  him  to  educate  this 
\  oimg  man,  who  had  not  quite  finish- 
ed his  education.  He  wrote  as  fol- 
lows: ( 4 ) 

■■Woi-thy  and  Much  Beloved 
Brethren  in  Jesus  Christ! 

"In  accordance  with  your  desii'e  I 


(4)  Original  at  New  Brunswick, 
N.  J. 
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offered  your  call  formally  to  an  hon- 
est and  learned  candiidate,  named 
Masius,  whose  father  is  pastor  of  the 
Dutch  Reformed  congreg'ation  at 
Altoona  near  Hamburg.  He  accepted 
it  at  first,  but  when  the  time  of  his 
departure  arrived,  his  father  and 
he  himself  also  wrote,  declining-  the 
tall,  to  my  great  sorrow.  Since  that 
time  1  used  every  endeav  or  to  find 
another  person  for  that  purpose,  but 
was  unable  to  find  anyone.  Finally, 
a  few  weeks  ago,  I  met  a  certain 
capable  and  pious  young  man,  of 
about  24  years  of  age,  who  still  needs 
one  year  to  finish  his  studlies.  He 
showed  great  eagerness  and  desire  to 
preach  the  Word  of  God  among  you, 
but  he  has  no  means  of  his  own.  I 
believe  this  man  would  be'come,  un- 
der the  blessing  of  God,  a  useful 
and  suitable  minister  among  you,  and 
I  recommend  him  to  you  most  heai-ti- 
ly. 

"But  thei-e  is  this  question,  whether 
you  are  wiling  to  grant  him  another 
year  to  finish  his  .studies  and  whether 
I  may  be  permitted  to  advance  him 
enough  money  from  the  sum  whicli 
\ou  have  placed  in  my  hands  for  this 
purpose  and  as  much  as  may  be 
necessary  for  his  examination  and 
his  ordination  in  this  country. 

"From  the  letters  which  I  received, 
T  learned  that  his  salary  is  to  be  sixty 
pounds,  hy  which  I  understood 
pounds  sterling,  but  now  I  learn  from 
Captain  Stedman  that  a  [Penns.\i- 
vanial  pound  amounts  to  only  six  or 
seven  Dutch  guilders.  Besides  that, 
he  is  to  leceive  a  free  parsonage, 
wood  and  a  meadow  for  two  cows 
and  a  horse.  Moreover,  there  was  in 
addition  anothei-  lettei-  from  a  neigh- 
boring place,  which  promised  twenty 
pounds  to  the  ministei-,  if  he  would 
preach  for  them  and  administer  the 
Lord's  Supper  four  times  a  year. 

"I  now  report  that  the  mon^y, 
which  Ryff  handed  to  me,  is  still  in 
my  keeping,  in  exactly  the  same 
amount,  and  that  I  am  ready  to  re- 
turn it,  uimn  proper  receipt,  as  >'ou 
may  be  pleased  to  order.  But,  if  you 
con.sent  to  ha^■e  it  used  for  the  bene- 
fit  of  the  a,lio\e-nam,ed   person,  T  am 


ready  to  employ  it  for  that  purpose. 
1  am  awaiting  your  orders  and,  as 
quickly  as  it  can  be  done,  he  will 
fully  qualify  himself  for  the  service 
in  your  church  and'  come  to  you. 

'The  reason  that  I  have  not 
answered  before  this  was  the  lack  of 
opportunity  and  because  Ryff  promis- 
ed to  call  on  me  in  order  to  receive 
my  answer  to  your  letter,  but  he  em- 
barked^  hastily  without  coming  to  see 
me. 

"Commending  you  to  God  and  the 
W ord  of  His  grace,  I  am  with  every 
readiness  to  serve  you. 

Worthy  Brethren  in  Christ, 
Your  affectionate  Brother 

JOHN  WILHET^MIUS. 
Rotterdam,  May  29.  1734. 

"To  Mr,  IvOuis  Timothee,  in  order 
to  hand  it  over  to  the  elder  and 
deacon,  Mr.  Gerrit  Kroesen  and  Mr. 
Benjamin  Corsen  in  Pennsyhania. 
With  Captain  Stedman." 

On  October  :"10,  17:^4,  the  consistory 
of  the  Neshaminy  congregation 
an.swered  the  lettei'  of  Wilhelmius, 
They  expressed  their  pleasure  at 
hearing  that  a  young  man  hadi  been 
found  liy  Wilhelmius,  who  was  will- 
ing to  acept  their  call.  They  declared 
their  wilingness  to  wait  for  him  and 
gave  their  consent  that  the  money 
they  had  sent  over  be  used  for  his 
suppoit  while  he  was  studying.  They 
announced  their  intention  of  buying 
a  plantation  of  fifty  acres  as  a  glebe 
for  their  pastor  and  expressed  the 
hope  that  God  would  bless  his  studies. 
Finally  they  thanked  Wilhelmius  for 
tlie  exertions  he  had  made  in  their 
piehalf.  The  lettei-  was  signed  by  the 
following  persons:  Christoffel  Van- 
Sandt,  Gerret  Kroesen,  Ben.iamin 
r'orsen,  Abraham  Van  der  Grift, 
Abraham  Bennet,  Henry  Croesen, 
John  Dorrelant,  Gerret  Wynkoop.. 
.Aliraham  Bennet,  Jr.,  John  Slegt, 
.Nicholas  Wynkoop,  Abraham  Stevens, 
Dirk  Hogelant,  Jost  van  Pelt,  John 
Kroesen,  Gideon  de  Camp,  Ftanz 
Kroesen.  .facob  Van  Sandt.  and 
Hendrick  Brees. 

Tnsteadi  of  sending  the  pro'mi.sed 
minister,      Vlex.     John  Wilhelminus- 


LIFE  AND  WORK  OF  THE  REV.  PETER  H.  DORSIUS. 


5 


wrote  another  letter,  on  March  1, 
1735,  to  the  "Reverend  Consistory  of 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  in  Bucks 
"County."  He  wrote  in  part  as  fol- 
lows: 

"It  was  very  agreeable  to  me  to 
learn  from  your  letter  of  October  30, 
1734,  that  you  approve  my  selection 
of  the  young  man,  who  is  now  about 
26  years  of  age  and  still  unmarried. 
He  is  already  well  advanced  with 
his  studies.  He  knows  the  learned 
languages,  t^atin,  Greek  and  Helirew, 
so  well  that  he  is  giving  instruction  in 
them  to  others.  He  is  also  well  ad- 
vanced in  divinit>',  but  must  still 
study  somewhat  in  the  univei-sity. 
He  is  a  pious  young  man,  who  i.s 
zealous  and  burning  with  desire  to 
preach  the  Name  of  Jesus  in  the  New 
World.  I  asked  him  to  sign  a  paper, 
by  which  he  obligated  himself,  as 
soon  as  his  studies  are  completed,  to 
go  to  you  and  to  accept  your  call,  or, 
if  through  unexpected  events  he 
should  be  prevented  from  doing  this, 
that  he  will  repay  the  money  ad- 
vanced to  him  with  double  interest.  I 
hope  that  this  undertaking  wiU  have 
a  blessed  outcome." 

This  letter  was  brought  to  America 
by  the  Rev.  Maurice  Goetschy,  who 
with  a  Swiss  colony  was  at  that  time 
in  Holland,  ready  to  depart  for  Penn- 
sylvania. He  did  arrive  in  Philadel- 
phia on  May  29,  17.15,  but  he  was 
sick  and  died  on  the  day  following 
his  landing.  The  letter,  however, 
which  he  carried,  reached  its  desti- 
nation safely. 

'  Another  set  of  letters  was  exchang- 
ed between  Wilhelmius  and  the  Bucks 
county  people  in  1736.  Wilhelmius 
writing  on  Ju]\"  4.  17  36  and  the 
Neshaminy  Consistory  answering  him 
on  December  10.  1736.  In  this  last 
letter  th^ey  informed  Wilhelmius  that 
they  were  looking  forward  to  th^' 
coming  of  their  pastor,  that  they 
were  ready  to  pay  him  the  salai'v  they 
had  agreed  upon,  except  the  twenty 
pounds  by  a  neighhoring  place;  but 
they  expressed  the  hope  that  on  his 
arrival  they  would  fall  in  line,  es- 
pecially after  they  had  heard  the  new 
pastor  preach.  They  reported  that  their 


own  pledges  were  raised  to  6  8  pounds 
through  new  arrivals,  and  that  they 
were  willing  to  pay  his  passage 
money.  They  were  unable  to  do  more 
than  this,  because  the  thirty  or  forty 
acres  of  land  they  intended  to  buy, 
together  with  the  parsonage  which 
had  to  be  erected,  would  cost  more 
than  200'  pounds. 

Finally,  on  May  22,  1737,  Wilhel- 
mius was  able  to  write  to  the  Consis- 
tory at  Neshaminy  that  their  young 
IDastor  had  been  ordained  at  Gron- 
ingren  and  would  sail  with  Captain 
Stedman  for  Philadelphia.  He  ex- 
pr-essed  the  hope  that  he  would  pro've 
a  useful  minister  in  proclaiming  the 
truth,  in  guarding  against  error  and 
in  building  up  the  Church  of  Christ 
in  their  midst.  Thus,  after  waiting 
like  Jacob  for  seven  years,  their 
hopes  and  prayers  were  at  last 
realized. 

IT.  THE  LIFE  OF  DORSIUS  IN 
EUROPE,  1711-1737. 

The  young  man  who  had  thus  been 
secured  for  service  in  Pennsylvania 
was  the  Rev.  Peter  Henry  Dorsius. 
From  his  entry  in  the  matriculation 
book  of  the  university  of  Leyden  it 
appears  that  he  was  born  at  Meurs 
(or  Moers,  as  it  is  spelled  to-day)  a 
small  town  of  about  5000  inhabitants 
near  the  Lower  Rhine,  in  the  district 
of  Duesseldorf. 

A  letter,  which  the  writer  address- 
ed recently  to  the  pastor  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  at  Moers,  brought  to 
light  the  following  information  re- 
garding the  family  of  Dorsius.  Peter 
Henry  Dorsius  ■  was  a  son  of  John 
Henry  Dorsius,  or  Dorschius,  as  he  is 
called  in  the  record.  John  Henry 
"Dorschius,"  then  a  widower,  married 
Petronella  Gravers  of  Altkirch  on 
September  15,  1708.  The  following 
children  were  born  to  this  couple,  as 
noted  in  the  bapti.smal  record:  (1) 
Alathea,  baptized  November  15,  1709; 
(2)  Peter  Henry,  Iiaptized  January  2, 
1711;  (3)  Abraham,  baptized  August 
5,  1712;  (4)  Isaac,  baptized  Decem- 
ber 22.  1713,  died  in  infancy;  (5) 
Isaac,  baptized  March  8,  1715.  While 
bis  younger  brother  Isaac  entered  the 
g\mnasium     (college)  at    Moers  on 
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Miiy  5,  17  27,  the  name  of  Peter 
Henry  Dorsius  cannot  be  found  there, 
which  means  that  he  received  his 
classical  training  siomewhere  else. 

On  April  5,  17?.4,  Dorsius  matri- 
culated at  the  university  of  Gro- 
ningen.  The  deputies  of  the  Synods 
of  North  and  South  Holland  first 
heard  of  him  through  Rev.  John 
Wilhelmius,  on  October  ]7?.5, 
when  they  had  an  interxiew  with  the 
latter  at  Rotterdam  about  the  Penn- 
sylvania churches.  At  that  time  Wil- 
helmius reported  to  them  that,  at  the 
request  of  some  merchants  in  New 
JSPetherland,  he  had  engaged  "a  pious 
young  man"  to  prepare  himself  at  the 
university  of  Groningen  for  th« 
i-'ervice  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  con- 
gregation neai-  Philadelphia.  Pro- 
fessois  Driesscn  and  Van  Velsen  at 
the  univeisity  gave  laudalde  testi- 
monials regarding  him  and  i-eported 
that  he  would  pj-obably  be  ready  in 
the  following-  spring  to  go  to  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

But  insteadi  of  rroing  to  Penns\l- 
vania  in  the  year  17S6,  he  went  to  the 
university  of  Leyden  to  finish  his 
studies  there.  On  Septennber  17,  17-16, 
he  matriculated  at  Leydfen  as:  "Petrus 
Henricus  Dorsius,  Meursanus,  25 
[years]  T.  [Theologus]."  This  en- 
try means  that  he  studied  at  Leyden 
as  a  candidate  of  theolog>-,  was  tw-en- 
ty-five  years  of  age  when  he  entered 
the  university  and  reported  his  home 
as  being  Meurs,  along  the  lower 
Rhine.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
a  few  months  later,  on  Decemlier  27, 
17.',6,  Michael  Schlatter  of  St.  Gall 
mati'iculated  at  L.e\den,  also  as  a 
theological  student,  although  .Schlat- 
ter makes  no  lefeience  to  Dorsius  as 
having  known  him,  when  he  met  him 
in  Pennsylvania  in  17  46. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  deputies  on 
March  11-14,  17r!7,  Wilhelmius  re- 
poi'ted  that  Dorsius  was  about  to  be 
examined  and  would  soon  leave  for 
Pennsylvania.  He  suggested  that  be 
was  the  proper  person  through  whom 
the  deputies  could  secure  reliable  in- 
formation regarding  Refoi-med 
churches  in  Penns\i vania. 

On  .Tune  11,   17/17,  Dorsius  himself 


appeared  before  the  deputies  at  The 
Hague.  He  announced  that  he  was 
readiy  to  leave  for  Pennsylvania  on 
June  27th  (old  style)  with  Captain 
Stedman.  He  stated  that  he  had  ac- 
cepted a  call  of  the  Reformed  con- 
gregation in  Bucks  county,  at  a  salary 
of  £6  0,  to  which  £20  more  would 
probably  be  addedi  by  another  con- 
gregation, as  soon  as  it  could  be  or- 
ganized. Dorsius  also  asked  the 
deputies  whether  he  could  be  of  serv- 
ice to  them.  They  then  requested 
him  first,  to  investigate  the  conditions 
of  the  Reformed  churches  there  and 
secondly,  to  report  to  them  regarding 
it. 

The  last  events  before  his  depar- 
ture, his  trip  across  the  ocean  and  his 
first  experiences  in  Pennsylvania 
V.  ei  e  described  by  Dorsius  in  a  letter, 
which  he  wrote  to  the  Svnodical 
deputies  in  June  17  49.(  5  )  He  then 
wrote  in  part  as  follows: 

"It  is  about  twelve  years  ago, 
aftei'  I  had  been  received,  on  April  30, 
17:;7,  li\  the  Classis  of  Schieland  at 
Rotteidiam,  as  a  candidate  of  the- 
ology and  on  May  29th  of  the  same 
year  had  been  ordained  by  the  very 
learned  faculty  of  Groningen  as  a 
minister  of  the  Gospel,  that  on  July 
11  [17:17,  new  style],  I  undertook  the 
great  and  dangerous  iourney  from 
Rotterdam  to  Pennsylvania,  when 
we  did  not  arrive  safely  at  Philadiel- 
phia  till  October  5th,  with  the  loss, 
however,  of  many  persons,  who  had 
died  at  sea  and  had  been  buried  in 
the  great  ocean.  There  I  inriuired 
immediately  after  my  location,  when 
I  learned  right  at  the  beginning  that 
I,  as  well  as  others,  had  been  woe- 
fully deceived'  in  my  expectations,  be- 
ing compelled  to  preach  for  one  year 
in  the  barn  of  one  farmei-  aftei-  an- 
other, because  there  was  no  house  of 
God.  At  the  same  time  I  had  to  take 
my  lodging  with  one  family  after  an- 
other in  the  backwoodis  [bosch],  as. 
they  are  accustomed  to  call  them  in 


(5)  The  original  is  in  the  archive."? 
of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Dutch 
Reformed  Church,  at  The  Hague,. 
Holland. 
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that  land.  Thi.s  made  me  think  of 
returning-  speedily  [to  Holland],  ljut 
I  was  kept  back  by  my  conscience 
and  the  example  of  the  early 
Christians.  Throug^h  the  encouraging 
and  cheering  letters  of  the  very 
learned  Rev.  Ernest  Engeltaert  Proh- 
stin'g,  p.  t.,  clerk  of  the  Synod,  writ- 
ten to  me  in  the  name  and  by  order 
of  the  Reverend  Deputies  of  both 
Synods,  I  was  much  strengthened  to 
continue  the  difficult  worl<  of  the 
ministry,  which  I  had  undertaken." 

A  reference  to  Rupp's  "Thirty 
Thousand  Names."  shows  that  Cap- 
tain John  Stedman  arrived  at  Phila- 
delphia, with  the  ship  Saint  Andrew 
Galley  from  Rotterdam  Septembei- 
26,  17S7,  old  style,  (or  October  5th. 
new  style,  as  stated  by  Dorsius).  For 
some  reason,  however,  the  name  of 
Dorsius  does  not  appear  among  those 
who  qualified!  at  the  court  house  in 
Philadelphia  on  that  da>'.  The  ship 
brought  another  Dutch  candidate  of 
theology,  John  Herman  Van  Basten, 
who  preached  in  the  churches  at 
Jamaica,  Oyster  Ba.\'  and'  NewtoT\'n, 
1  739-40.  A  third  ministei-  came  with 
the  same  ship,  John  Philip  Streiter. 
He  preached  later  in  the  Lutheian 
churches  at  Indianfield.  ("(Id  Goshen- 
hoppen  and  Alsace,  near  Reading. 

III.  MINISTRY  OF  DORSIUS, 
1737-1743. 
True  to  their  word,  the  Dutch  peo- 
ple of  Neshaminy  paid  the  passage 
money  of  their  newly-arrived  minis- 
ter on  September  2S,  17:^7,  only  two 
days  after  his  arri\al.  The  liill  of 
Captain  Stedman  and  a  receipt  of 
Dorsius  are  still  pI'eser^■ert  among  the 
papers  of  the  congregation.  The  cap- 
tain charged  him  £15  for  transporta- 
ting  him  and  his  goods.  £1.10  for 
duty  in  England  and  £2.10  for  fi-esh 
provisions  in  England,  a  total  of  £19. 
On  September  2  8th,  Dorsius  gave  his 
consistory  a  receipt  foi-  £26.15.2, 
which  covered  all  his  traveling  ex- 
penses. 

Shortly  after  the  arrival  of  the  new 
pastor  (in  the  course  of  the  \ear 
17  38)  efforts  were  made  to  collect 
money  for  the  erection  of  a  meeting 
house.     A  badly  toi-n  ,  paper,  which 


contained  the  names  of  fifty  sub- 
scribers, is  still  preserved.  The  names 
of  only  twenty-five  subscribers  are 
legible.  They  signed  for  £61.0.6.  If 
the  other  twenty-five  gave  just  as 
much,  the  total  amounted  probably  to 
£122.  Several  receipts  throw  light  on 
the  cost  of  the  building.  On  Janu- 
ary 8,  1739,  Evan  Thomas,  the  build- 
er, gave  receipt  for  £25.12.6.  On 
April  2  8,  1738,  Henry  Croesen,  the 
treasurer,  was  ordered  to  pay  £2.5.10, 
to  William  Moses  for  lime.  On 
May  15,  17  38.  Joseph  Roberts  re- 
ceipted for  £2.14.1,  for  sawing  logs. 
On  March  17.  1738,  Isaac  Williams 
handed  in  a  receipt  for  £9,  for  boards 
sold  and  delivered,  and  on  March  14, 
1739,  William  Lukens  gave  receipt  for 
£5.0.10.  for  lime  "brought  at  ye 
Dutch  congregation."  From  these  re- 
ceipts we  may  conclude  that  the 
building  opeiations  continued  ap- 
proximately from  April  173S  to  March 
17  39. 

Another  list,  still  preserved,  con- 
tains the  names  and  sums,  subscribed 
liy  twenty-four  persons  towards  the 
purchase  of  a  church  farm.  The 
following  persons  subscribed  a  total 
of  £96.5.0  for  this  purpose:  Gerret 
Kroesen,  Benjamin  Korsen,  Frans 
Kroese,  Hendi'ik  Kroese,  Abraham 
Rennet,  Jr.,  Jacobus  van  Sant,  Jr., 
Jan  Kroese,  Derrick  Kroese,  Derrick 
Hooghlandt,  Nicolas  Winkonp.  Gerret 
Winkoop,  Jane  Wagelom,  Falker 
Vaestrat,  Abraham  Stevens,  Jost  Bos- 
K-erk,  Gerret  Winkoop,  Jr.,  Jan  Dor- 
landt.  Cornelis  Kroese,  Cornells  Win- 
Ivoop.  Jacob  Bennet,  Jr.,  Lambert 
Dorlandt,  Isaak  Bennet.  Hendrik 
Slegt,  Damber  Van  Dyck. 

On  January  ,  18,  1739,  Gerret 
Husrtenbergh  made  an  a.greement 
with  Abraham  Van  der  Grift  and 
Henry  Kroesen  to  sell  them  a  tract 
of  land  "lying  in  Bybery,  in  the 
county  of  Philadelphia,"  containing 
96  acres  for  £245,  Pennsyh'ania  cur- 
rency. It  was  bounded  as  follows: 
"Beginning  at  a  corner  by  land  of 
Nathaniel  Britteins,  thence  northwest 
Yiv  the  said  land'  to  a  corner'  of  land  of 
Jennewell  Coopers,  thence  Vy  the  .said 
land  nnrthea,';t  to  land     of  .Margaret 
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Grooms,  thence  by  the  said  land 
south  to  land  of  William  Homers, 
thence  by  the  said  land  and  land  of 
Thomas  Womslys  southwest  to  the 
place  of  beginning'." 

Having-  traced  tlie  history  of  the 
cong-regation,  to  this  point,  we  must 
return  to  the  question,  how  Dorsius 
carried'  ovit  the  commission  of  the 
Synodieal  Deputies,  to  investigate  and 
report  upon  the  condition  of  the 
Reformed  churches  of  Pennsylvania. 
In  order  to  mal-;e  the  repoi-t  of 
Dorsius  more  definite,  the  deputies 
concluded  to  send  him  a  set  of 
questions.  A  circular'  letter  to  the 
Classes,  constituting  the  Synod  of 
South  Holland,  was  drawn  up.  Their 
answers  were  then  collated  and  on 
their  basis  a  set  of  thirteen  questions 
was  prepared,  which  were  ready  to  be 
sent  off  in  May  17 Tig.  On  June  9, 
1738,  Rev.  E.  Prol>sting,  clerk  of  the 
Deputies,  forwarded^  these  questions, 
accf)mpanied  by  a  letter,  to  Dorsius. 
At  the  same  meeting  of  the  Deputies, 
in  Juno  1738,  a  letter  arrived,  written 
by  Dorsius  from  Bucks  county,  on 
March  1,  1738.(6  ).  It  contained 
some  (though  rather  inaccurate  and 
misleading)  information  about  the 
Reformed  churches  in  Pennsylvania. 

About  Philadelphia,  Dorsius  re- 
ported that  it  had  no  (Reformed) 
minister  and  was  not  able  to  support 
one.  We  know  that  Mr.  Boehm  was 
the  regular  pastor  at  Philadelphia, 
who  preached  there  on^e  a  month. 
About  Germantown  he  reported,  that 
they  had  a  nice  church,  but  a  miser- 
able preacher,  who  was  inclined  to 
the  Quakers.  This  refers  no  doubt  to 
,Tohn  Bechtel,  but  that  he  was  in- 
clined to  the  Quakers  is  fictitious. 
About  young  Goetschius,  son  of  the 
Swiss  minister,  who  reached  Phila- 
delphia in  1735,  he  reported  that, 
althougli  unordained,  he  was  preach- 
ing and  administering  the  sacraments 
This  is  confirmed  by  other  docu- 
ments. Regarding  Conestoga  he  re- 
ported that  two    uneducated  laymen 


(6)  This  letter  is  preserved  in  the 
minutes  of  the  Synodieal  Deputie.s, 
tiiiw  :it  The  Hngue. 


were  preaching  there,  whom  the 
people  refused  to  hear  any  longer, 
bcause  they  were  teaching  Quaker 
and  other  doctrines.  These  two  lay- 
men were  most  likely  John  Conrad 
Tempelman  andi  John  Jacob  Hock. 
Here  again  the  Quaker  teaching  is 
purely  imaginary.  All  other  sources 
testif\-  the  \ery  opposite.  They  were 
most  faithful  and  true  to  the  Re- 
formed standards.  He  also  refers  to 
Petei'  Miller,  who  had  fallen  away 
from  the  Reformed  faith  and  had 
carried  over  with  him  to  the  Dunkers 
(so  he  said),  three  hundred  souls,  of 
whom  many  were  ready  to  return,  if 
they  could  be  supplied  with  ortho- 
dox preachers.  The  num'ber  "three 
hundired"  is  greatly  exaggerated. 
There  were  hardly  three  dozens. 
Boehm  reports(7)  ten  families  as 
having  gone  over  to  the  Dunkers 
with  Miller.  Regarding  Bucks 
county,  Dorsius  reports  the  build- 
ing of  a  new  church,  to  which 
we  have  already  referred.  He 
also  stated  that  there  was  no 
necessity  to  consult  in  church  mat- 
ters the  governor  of  Pennsylvania  or 
the  BishoiD  of  London.  Finally  he 
emphasized  the  need  of  five  or  six 
oi'thodiix  Ocrni;in  Reformed-  minis- 
ter's. 

HO'W  super-ficial  this  report  was  can 
be  seen  from  the  fact  that  it  made 
absolutely  no  reference  to  the  re- 
markable work  of  the  Rev.  John 
Philip  Boehm,  then  the  only  ordained 
German  Reformed  minister  in  the 
pi'ovince.  Moreo\er,  thei-e  is  in  this 
reiJort  hai'dly  a  single  item  that  is 
entirely  cori'ect,  and  man^'  of  them 
are  but  half  ti'ue.  There  was,  how- 
ever, in  the  report  one  valualile  sug- 
.gestion,  for  which  Dorsius  deserves 
rrcdit.  He  suggested,  that  one  man- 
lie  appointed  for  Pennsylvania,  whose 
diit>-  it  .should  l>e  to  vi.sit  the  churches 
annually,  ascer-tain  how  much  they 
could'  conti'ibute  to  a  ministei''s  salar'v 
and  then  I'eport  the  deficiency  to  Hol- 
land, that  it  might  be  supplied  from 


(7)  See  Life  and  Letters  of  the 
Rev.  John  Philip  Boehm,  Philadel- 
phia. 191  (i,  p.  27  h. 
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the  funds  in  the  hands  of  the 
cleputics.  The  average  annual  salary 
of  ministers  he  reported  as  being- 
sixty  to  eighty  pounds.  This  sugges- 
tion of  Dorsius,  regai'ding  a  "visitor 
of  the  churches"  was  actually  carried 
out  by  Michael  Schlatter,  sent  as 
such  to  Pennsylvania  by  the  Church 
of  Holland  in  1746. 

In  October  17:18,  the  deputies  con- 
cluded to  write  to  Dorsius,  requesting 
him  to  find  out  how  much  the  Re- 
formed people  in  the  colony  were 
willing  to  contribute  to  the  salary  of 
a  pastor.  If  the  answers  were  satis- 
factory, they  were  willing  to  send  over 
five  ministers,  as  requested  by  Dorsius. 
On  December  20,  1738,  Do.  Probsting 
wrote  a  letter  to  Dorsius,  in  which  he 
acquainted  him  with  the  resolutions 
passed'  by  the  Synod  of  South  Holland 
regarding  the  Pennsylvania  churches. 
In  this  letter  he  also  advised  Dorsius 
that  Count  Zinzendorf  intended  to  go 
Pennsylvania  and  he  warned  him 
against  his  teaching,  sending  him  at 
the  same  time  copies  of  the  books 
published  by  Zinzendorf,  as  well  as  a 
Pastoral  Letter,  issued  by  the  Classis 
of  Amsterdam  against  him. 

In  March  17  39,  Wilhelmius  re- 
portedi  that  he  had  received  a  letter 
from  Dorsius,  in  which  he  declared 
that  his  work  was  prosperous  and 
that  he  engaged  in -it  with  much  sat- 
isfaction, as  he  en.ioyed  the  respect 
and  love  of  his  people. 

While  Dorsius  did  not  deign  to 
mention  Boehm  in  his  first  letter  to 
the  Deputies,  the  latter  refers  to  him 
in  a  letter,  written  about  the  same 
time,  March  10,  17:1S,  to  the  Classis 
of  Amsterdam.     He  writes:  (8) 

'Last  fall  Do.  Dorsius  arrived  as 
the  regular  minister  of  the  Loax- 
Dutch  congregation  at  Neshaminy  in 
Bucks  county.  With  him  there  came 
another,  named  Van  Basten,  who 
however  is  not  yet  ordained.  Never- 
theless, he  travels  about  in  the 
country  hei-e  and  there.  He  sa\s  thai 
he  has  been  sent  from  Holland,  but 
thus  far  he  has  not  caused  us  an> 
pleasure  at  all." 


(8)  See  Life  and  Letters  of  Boehni. 
p.  2F.nf. 


When  the  questions  of  the  Deputies, 
sent  to  Pennsylvania  in  June  1738, 
reached'  Dorsius,  he  invited  Boehm  to 
a  Conference  at  his  house.  This  con- 
ference tool{  place  on  NovembeT  28, 
17:j8,  when  "his  Reverence  showed 
me  his  letters  from  the  Christian 
Synods  of  North  and'  Sovith  Holland, 
in  which  T  saw  that  these  Christian 
Synods  had  appointed'  his  Reverence 
as  their  commissionier  and  inspector 
of  the  German  chur-ches  in  Pennsyl- 
\ania.  Then  his  Reverence  requested 
me  to  make  a  report,  which  I  was 
ready  to  do  out  of  due  respect  to  the 
Christian  Synods."  (9)  Dorsius  asked 
Boehm  to  report  on  three  questions: 

(1)  How  many  German  Reformed 
congregations  there  were  in  Penns\l- 
\ania  and  how  fai'  they  were  from 
each  other? 

(2)  How  many  elders,  deacons  and 
communicants  there  were  In  each  of 
bis  congregations  and'  how  many  con- 
gi-egations  were  sei-ved  by  him? 

( :l )  How  each  congregation  was 
supplied  with  schoolmasters  and  pre- 
centors ? 

In  answer  to  these  f|uestions, 
Loehm  prepared  an  elaborate  re- 
port, dated  January  14,  1739,  in 
which  he  gave  accurate  information 
about  nine  congregations,  their  mem- 
bei's,  elders,    church     buildings  and 


(9)  See  Life  and  I^etters  of  Boehm, 
p.  262. 

(10)  See  Life  and  T>etters  of 
Boehm,  p.   2  64. 

(11)  The  deputies  had  not  ap- 
pointed Dorsius  either  as  superin- 
tendent or  inspectoi',  because  ))Oth 
of  these  offices  were  imknown  to 
the  constitution  of  their  church. 
Dorsius  made  use  of  this  title  in  his 
communications  to  Boehm  (See  Life 
of  Boehm,  p.  271).  In  a  letter  of 
May  9,  1743,  the  Classis  stated  dis- 
tinctly: "This  is  certain,  he  is  no  in- 
spectoi- of  the  church  in  your  re- 
gions," 1.  c.  p.  373.  The  deputies 
had  not  sent  him  to  Pennsylvania 
and  hence  they  had  not  appointed 
him  to  any  oflice  whatsoever.  They 
h:id  simply  asked  him  for  some  in- 
to rnmt  inn. 
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schoolmasters.  How  kindly  Boehm 
felt  towards  Dorsius  at  this  time  is 
evident  from  the  following-  words, 
sent  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  in  a 
letter,  dated  March  16,  1739:  (10) 

"His  Reverence,  Mr.  Dorsius,  whom 
the  Christian  Synods  have  now  been 
pleased  to  appoint  as  superinten- 
dentdl)  of  our  true  Church  in 
Pennsylvania,  shows  indeed'  a  leai 
zeal  faithfully  to  do  all  he  can  fcr 
the  Church  of  Jesus  in  this  country. 
To  this  end:  God  has  blessed  him  with 
\'\  isdom.  May  the  God  of  all  strength 
further  increase  in  his  Reverence  this 
zeal  and  wisdom,  so  that,  as  a  true 
instrument  in  God's  hand,  he  may 
sei've  our  true  Church  untiringly 
with  manly  steadfastness  to  the 
praise  of  God  and'  the  increase  of  the 
Kingdom  of  our  Redeemer." 

Another  request  for  information 
was  suljmitted  by  Dorsius  to  Boehm 
on  December  6,  1739,  when  he  asked 
him  in  the  name  of  the  Synods  to  in- 
(|uii-e  "what  each  family  is  willing^  to 
contribute  towards  the  support  of  a 
minister  within  the  cong-regation  or 
to  a  yearly  salary,  in  order  that  the 
friendly  request  of  th«  Reverend 
Synod  bo  complied  with." 

In  answer  to  this  request,  Boehm 
made  a  long  journey  of  about  300 
miles  in  the  depth  of  a  severe  winter, 
during-  the  months  of  January,  Febru- 
ary and  Mai'ch  1740,  to  Interview  the 
Reformed  congregations.  As  a  re- 
sult he  reported  of  seventeen  congre- 
gations pledges  to  the  amount  of £123 
and  165  bushels  of  oats.  He  made 
also  additional  reports,  in  which  ho 
showed  how  these  con.g-reg-ations 
might  be  served  b>  six  ministers  in 
six  pastoral  charges. 

On  the  basis  of  these  reports  of 
Boehm,  Dorsius  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
Synods,  on  March  4,  1740,  which  was 
read'  before  the  Deputies  in  their 
meeting-  of  September  ll-l.'i.  1740. 
In  this  he  answered  their  question  as 
to  the  amounts  the  congregations 
were  willing  to  contribute  to  minis- 
terial salaries.  It  should,  however  be 
noted  that  Dorsius  apparently  gave 
Boehm  no  credit  foi-  the  work  he  had 
done,  but  reaped  all  the  praLsie  of  the 


Deputies  for  himself.  It  is  not  sur- 
prising that  this  condaict  was  soon 
followed  by  bad  consequences.  When 
Boehm  heard  that  Dorsius,  instead 
of  sending  his  reports  to  Holland, 
had  constructed  another  report 
upon  their  basis,  he  felt  much  offend- 
ed. This  is  clearly  indicated  by 
Boehm.  At  a  later  interview  he  had 
with  Dorsius,  he  asked  him  whether 
he  had  sent  his  report  to  Holland. 
Dorsius  answered: 

"No,  hie  had  it  in  his  trunk,  but  he 
had  written  to  the  Christian  Synods 
with  regard  to  these  things.  I  did  not 
like  this,  for  I  had  been  riding 
through  the  country  about  300  miles 
in  the  .severest  winter  season.  We 
had  some  words  between  us;  how- 
ever, nothing  unseemly.  Among 
other  thingrs  his  Reverence  remarked, 
the  affair  had  been  entrusted'  to  him 
and  he  knew  what  to  do.  He  had 
kept  the  report  for  his  own  safety. 
To  which  I  answered:  'To  me  it  does 
not  seem  right  that  the  lig-ht  which 
makes  clear  the  whole  condition  of 
our  congregations  to  our  de\'out 
Church  Fathers,  who  manifest  such  a 
holy  zeal  for  our  churches,  should  be 
seen  by  your  Reverence  only  and 
kept  in  your  trunk,  and  not  brought 
to  those  who  desire  to  see  it;  for  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  report,  together 
with  your  additional  i-epo'-t,  should 
have  -been  sent  to  them."  (12) 

Some  time  afterward's  some  men 
from  Goshenhoppen  came  to  see 
Boehm  and  asked  him  whether  the 
reports  bad  been  sent  off  by  Dorsius. 
Boehm  answered'  truthfully  that 
Dorsius  had  told  him  that  they  were 
in  his  trunk,  but  that  he  had'  written, 
in  hi-s  own  words,  about  them  to  Hol- 
land. When  Dorsius  came  on  a  visit 
to  Goshenhoppen,  on  September  24, 
1740,  the  elders  asked  him  about  the 
reports  which  they  had  given  to 
Poehm,  whether  the.v  had  been  sent  to 
Holland.  Dorsius  said:  Yes.  Then 
they  confronted  him  with  the  state- 
ment of  Boehm,  that  the.v  were  in  hi.s 
trunk.  This  made  Dorsius  furious 
and  he  exclaimed':  "If    Boehm  says 

(12)  J  Ate  and  Letters  of  Boehm,  p. 
3  21. 
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that  I  have  not  sent  the  letters  which 
he  wrote  reg^arding  the  church  to 
Holland,  he  lies  like  a  scoundrel." 
These  and  oth«r  contemptuous  words, 
uttered  by  Dorsius  at  that  occasion, 
were  of  course  related  to  Boehm  and 
resulted  in  a  complete  breach  in  their 
friendship  and  intercourse.  Hence- 
foith  Boehm  refused!  to  send  any 
more  letters  to  Holland  through 
Dorsius,  but  he  transmitted  his  re- 
ports, thiough  the  Dutch  Reformed 
ministers  of  New  York,  to  the  Classis 
of  Amsterdam. 

There  was  another  reason  for  the 
break  between  Dorsius  and  Boehm 
and:  that  was  the  former's  attitude 
towards  young-  Goetschius.  Boehm 
regarded  him  as  a  disturber  of  the 
peace,  who  intruded  into  a  number 
of  his  congregations,  trying  to  take 
them  away  from  Boehm,  especially 
Tulpehocken,  Oley  and  Skippack. 
Dorsius  on  the  other  hand  encourag- 
ed him  in  his  irregular  work.  There 
was,  it  is  true,  a  reconciliation  between 
Boehm  and  Goetschius,  at  the  home 
of  Dorsius,  in  February  1740,  when 
he  asked  Boehm's  forgiveness,  which 
the  latter  gladly  granted  him.  But, 
as  Goetschius  did  not  keep  his 
promise  to  stay  away  from  Boehm's 
congregations,  there  was  soon  again 
bitter  feeling.  When  in  1739  the 
deputies  of  the  Synods  insisted'  that 
the  churches  should  dismiss  the  un- 
ordained  preachers,  before  the> 
could  expect  assistance  from  Holland, 
Goetschius  ga\e  up  his  pieaching. 
went  to  Doi'sius  and  studied  with  him 
for  a  year  and  was  then  ordained,  nn 
April  7,  1741,  by  Dorsius,  assisted  by 
Frelinghuisen  and  Gilbert  Tennent, 
the  Presbyterian  minister  at  New 
Brunswick,  New  Jersey.  This  unau- 
thorized action  was  severely  con- 
demned by  Boehm  and  met  with 
similar  disapproval  in  Holland,  ( 1  :^ ) 

Another  important  undertaking 
was  committed  to  Dorsius  in  17 '^9. 
Through  a  letter  written  by  Rev.  E. 

(IS)  The  Classis  of  Amsterdam 
compelled  Goetschius  to  be  reoi- 
dained  in  1748.  See  Corwin.  Manual 
of  the  Reformed  Church  in  Ameri- 
ca 4th  ed.,  1902,  p.  491. 


Pro'bsting  on  May  o,  17:19,  Dorsius  to- 
gether with  Dr.  Diemer,  of  Philadel- 
phia, were  given  a  power  of  attorney 
to  prosecute  Reiff,  in  order  to  com- 
pel him  to  give  an  accounting  of  the 
moneys  collected  by  him  in  Holland. 
But,  as  Diemer  himself  was  deeply 
involved  in  the  case,  the  appointment 
was  unfortunate  and  no  results  were 
achieved',  except  that  a  few  letters 
were  exchanged  between  Diemer  and 
the  deputies.  On  Novmber  18,  1742, 
Diemer  wrote  to  the  synodi:(14) 

"I  received  in  the  year  _740  a  let- 
ter, which  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ernest  Prob- 
sting,  Deputy  of  the'  Reverend  Synod, 
bad  written  at  Heusden,  under  date. 
May  3.  17  39,  and  I  received  besidies, 
in  the  aforesaid  year,  in  December,  a 
copy  of  a  special  letter  to  the  Gover- 
nor of  Pennsylvania,  dated  April  15, 
17  39,  at  The  Hague,  in  which  author- 
ity was  given  to  Rev.  Mr.  Dorsius 
and'  myself  to  prosecute  the  still 
pending  suit  against  Jacob  Reiff,  of 
Skippack,  in  Pennsylvania,  in  which 
an  appeal  was  made  by  the  Reverend 
Deputies  to  the  Governor.  Immedi- 
ately on  the  receipt  of  the  letter 
aforesaid,  I  was  informed  that  his  " 
Excellency,  the  Governor,  promised 
to  assist  us.  but  the  circumstances  of 
the  war  between  the  English  and  the 
Spanish  crowns  [1739-1742]  have 
\intil  now  prevented  such  aid,  on  ac- 
count of  many  special  engagements." 

In  the  year  1741,  the  Deputies 
sent  130  German  Bibles  to  Pennsyl- 
vania which  cost  them  f  1.1 8s. 9 
and  which  they  had  secured  at  Frank- 
t(ird-on-the-Main.  They  were  sent 
tlirou.gh  Messrs.  Hope,  merchants 
at  Rotterdam.  They  consigned  them 
in  part  to  Do.  Dorsius,  in  part  to  Do. 
J'^relinghuisen.  of  Raritan.  N%w  Jer- 
sey. As  a  result  neither  of  them  was 
,ible  to  get  them.  On  February  Ifi, 
1  7  4  4,  Dorsius  wrote  to  the  Deputies 
ro.gai  ding  these  Bibles:  (15) 

"The  High  German  Bibles  which 
were  sent  to  Do.     Fi-elinghuisen  and 

(14)  The  original  is  in  the  Hague  - 
archives.     Its     catalogue     number  is 
74,  I.  38. 

(15)  The  original  is  at  the  Hague. 
r'ataloRuo  number  74,  I,  20. 
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to  myself,  to  distribute  them  among 
the  poor  High  Germans  in  this  coun- 
try, I  have  not  been  able  to  get  thus 
far,  although  I  was  twice  in  Phila- 
delphia and  tried  to  secure  them. 
The  reasons  given  were,  that  the 
chests  were  not  properly  marked  and 
did  not  contain  my  name.  But  these 
are  only  excuses,  for  the  captain  who 
brought  them  no  doubt  gave  informa- 
tion regarding  them,  as  he  also 
brought  the  letters  of  the  Reverend 
ministers  of  Rotterdam,  namely  Mr. 
John  Wilhelmius,  Doctor  of  Theology' 
and  Rev.  Van  der  Kemp,  Deputy  ot 
the  synod.  On  dne  of  the  chests  is 
written  .simply  "Libri  Compacti"  and 
on  the  other  "50  Bibles."  For  this 
r'eason  Inqviiries  should  be  madie  of 
the  gentleman  to  whom  they  were 
hand'ed  to  send  them  to  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  he  should  be  asked  to 
write,  with  the  first  opportunity,  to 
Benjamin  Shoemaker,  merchant  at 
Philadelphia  and  correspondent  of 
the  shippers  in  Rotterdam." 

IV.  VISIT  OF    DORSIUS    TO  HOL- 
LAND, MAY  174.3 — JANUARY 
1744. 

In  September  174",  the  Deputies  of 
the  Synods  were  much  surprised  to 
hear  that  Do.  Dorsius  had  arrived  in 
Holland.  He  had  left  New  Yoi-k  on 
May  26,  1743  and  had'  arrived  at 
Amsterdam  on  July  14th.  Shortly 
aftervvai-ds  he  appeared  before  the 
Synod  of  North  Holland,  held  at 
Hoorn,  July  26-27th.  He  made  a  re- 
port to  Synod  regarding  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Reformed  churches  in 
Pennsylvania.  On  September  17-19, 
1743,  he  appeared'  before  the  Depu- 
ties at  The  Hague.  They  questioned 
him  closely  about  a  number  of  things. 
They  asked  him,  first  of  all,  what 
would  liecome  of  the  German  Bibles 
in  his  absence.  He  answered  that, 
if  they  should  be  delivei-ed,  they  would 
be  entirely  safe  at  his  home  until  his 
return.  They  then  inquired  what  he 
and  Dr.  Diemer  had  done  about  the 
Reiff  case.  He  answered,  that  he 
had  seen  Dr.  Diemer  repeatedly,  but 
he  did  not  seem  to  be  in  a  huriy 
about  it,  and,  as  far  as  he  was  able 
to  tell,  nothing  had  been  accomplish- 


ed. But,  he  added,  that  on  his  jour- 
ney to  New  York  he  had  interviewed 
Dr.  Diemer  again  and  he  had  told 
him  that  he  had  already  spent  twenty 
pounds  in  this  affair  and  was  willing 
to  spend'  more  to  bring  it  into  a  con- 
clusion. The  Deputies  then  asked, 
why  he  had  not  answeied  their  letter 
sent  to  him  and  Do.  Frelinghuisen  in 
1741.  He  replied  that  this  letter  had 
never  reached  him.  Finally  they 
asked  him,  why  he  had  come  to  Hol- 
land. He  answered  that  he  wished 
to  consult  the  deputies  about  his 
woi'k.  He  also  hoped  to  get  their 
consent  either  to  leave  his  congrega- 
tion in  Bucks  count.\',  or  to  organize 
another  congregation  in  Philadelphia, 
because  his  salary  was  insufficient 
and  he  needed  additional  means  for 
his  subsistence.  His  salary  had  been 
reduced  from  68  to  40  pounds.  He 
then  gave  them  a  long  report  about 
the  condition  of  the  churches  in 
Pennsylvania,  which  he  made  as 
gloomy  as  possible  and  thereby  defeat- 
ed his  own  purpose.  He  reported  that 
the  chui-che.s  were  constantly  decreas- 
ing through  apostasy  and'  the  remark- 
able .gi-owth  of  the  Moravians,  as 
well  the  activities  of  Catholic  mis- 
sionaries. He  also  stated  that  he 
could  see  no  hope  for  the  churches 
in  Pennsylvania,  unless  more  minis- 
tei-s  were  sent  there  and  they  were 
guaranted  a  sufficient  salary,  because 
the  salaries  paid  them  v>'ere  alto- 
gether ind'equate. 

In  spite  of  the  lengthy  report  given 
by  Dorsius,  the  Deputies  concluded 
that  they  did  not  have  sufficient  light 
legarding  the  actual  condition  of  af- 
fairs in  Pennsylvania,  so  as  to  be  able 
to  help  the  churches  mtelligenty. 
They  therefore,  addressed  a  letter  to 
the  ministers  and  elders  of  the  Re- 
toi  med  churches  of  Pennsylvania,  ask- 
ing them  to  give  the  Synods  of  Hol- 
land' definite  and'  detailed  informa- 
tion, signed  by  the  various  consis- 
tories, regarding  their  actual  condi- 
tion, so  that  they  might  be  able  to 
judge  hy  what  means  they  could  best 
help  them.  They  also  inquired 
whether  it  would  be  possible  for  the 
Reformed  churches  to  unite  with  the 
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Scotch  Synod,  by  which  they  meant 
the  Presbyterian  Synod  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. This  letter,  dated  September 
20,  1743,  was  handed  to  Dorsius.  Be- 
fore Dorsius  left,  the  Deputies  gave 
him  30  g'uilders  to  help  him  pay  his 
travelings  expenses  to  Holland,  and 
also  2  0  guilders  to  pay  the  freight  of 
the  Bibles  sent  to  Pennsylvania. 
They  also  permitted  Dorsius  either  to 
accept  another  call  or  to  start  an- 
other congregation. 

Dorsius  did  not  stay  in  Holland 
longei-  than  was  absolutely  necessaiy. 
In  a  letter,  written  to  the  Deputies  in 
June  1749,  he  thus  explains  his  rea- 
sons for  his  hurried  return:  (16) 

"I  could  not  tarry  in  Holland,  lie- 
cause  on  the  one  hand,  T  feaied  that 
war  might  break  out  lietvveen  France 
and  England,  which  would  render  the 
Spanish  Sea  which  we  had  to  cross 
eery  unsafe  and  dangerous  for  travel- 
ers, as  we  experienced  to  our  sorrow 
in  the  spring,  and  on  the  other  hand, 
because  my  own  domestic  affairs  had 
not  been  so  arranged  that  I  could  re- 
main any  longer  in  Holland.  More- 
over a  very  good  opportunity  present- 
ed itself  for  me  to  bear  the  expenses 
of  the  .iourncy  more  easil,\'  and  tl^u^^ 
to  return  home. 

Dorsius  left  Holland  on  Octobei'  19, 
174/!,  old  stjie,  and'  arrived  at  Philn- 
delphia,  in  good  health  on  .Tannnry 
16,  1744. 

V.  MTNUSTRY  OF  DnRSTTTS, 
1744^1748. 
Shortly  after  his  retui-n,  on  Fel)ru- 
ary  16,  1744,  Dorsius  wrote  a  letter  to 
the  Deputies,  in  which  he  announced 
his  safe  arrival  in  Penns.vi\ania  and 
declai'edi  that  he  had  sent  off  the  let- 
ter of  the  Deputies  to  the  German 
churches,  in  a  German  translation, 
that  he  hud  consulted  with  two  of  the 
Presliyterian  ministers  in  Philadel- 
phia about  the  union  of  the  Geiman 
churches  with  the  Synod  of  Phila- 
delphia and  that  they  had  iiromised 
him  to  submit  the  matter  to  the  next 


(16)  The  original  is  in  the  Hague 
Archives,  74,  II,  12. 


meeting  of  the  Synod. (17)  He  also 
reported  a  confeience  with  Dr. 
Diemer,  who  had  promised  to  address 
a  petition  to  the  Governor  of  Penn- 
syhania  regarding  the  Reiff  case. 

During  this  period  of  his  activity, 
Dorsius  preachied  repeatedly  to  Ger-  , 
man  congregations  and  administered 
the  Lord's  Supper  to  them,  a  work 
which  he  had  begun  even  before  his 
journey  to  Holland.  In  one  of  his 
own  lettersdS)  he  reports  preach- 
ing "free  of  charge  several  times  at 
Philadielphia,  either  in  the  Swedish 
I  hurch,  or  in  a  meeting  house,  hired 
at  that  time  for  the  use  of  the  Ger- 
man congregation."  Several  church 
records  refer  to  this  missionary  ac- 
tivity. Thus  the  Xew  Goshenhoppen 
lecord  shows  that  he  preached  and 
liaptized  there  on  September  24,  1740, 
August  30,  1741,  September  4,  1742, 
and  on  May  5,  1744.(19)  The  Egypt 
record  presents  evidence  that  he 
pleached  and  baptized  children  at 
Saucon  on  September  2?.,  1740;  while 
the  letters  of  Boehm  establish  his 
presence  and  preaching  at  German- 
town  on  Easter  day  17  44,  at  New 
Goshenhoppen  on  May  6,  1744  and 
at  (^onestoga  on  July  8,  1  744.  There 
is  akso  a  reference  to  a  .iourney  to 
the  M  inisink  region.  (20) 

We  have  no  information  about 
Dorsius  during  the  year  1745.  But  on 
September  16,  1746,  the  Rev.  Michael 
Schlatter,  sent  by  the  Synods  of  Hol- 
land to  organize  the  Reformed 
churches  of  Penn.syl vania,  traveled 
sixteen  miles  fi'om  Philadelphia  to 
Bucks  County  to  interview  Dorsius,  to 


(17)  The  letters  exchanged  be- 
tween the  Deputies  and  the  Presby- 
terian Synod  of  Philadelphia  in  1744- 
1747,  were  published  in  full  by  the 
Rev.  J.  I.  Good,  D.  D.,  in  the  Journal 
of  the  PresbytCTian  Histor-ical  So- 
ciety, Vol.  Ill,  pp.   122-1  37. 

(18)  It  is  in  the  letter,  dated  Juno 
1  749. 

(19)  See  the  publication  of  this 
recoid  by  the  wiiter  in  Mr.  Dotter- 
el's Perkiomen  Region,  Vol.  Ill,  p 
121f. 

(20)  See  Dife  and  Letters  of 
r.oehni,   p,  339. 
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whom  he  showed  his  insti-nctions  and 
letters  from  the  synods.  Dorsius  re- 
ceived him  "in  a  most  friendly  and 
fraternal  manner,"  offered  to  render 
him  every  possible  assistance,  promis- 
ed to  organi236  his  consistory  and  re- 
port to  him  the  result.  Schlatter  re- 
torts that  the  elders  showed'  him  a 
"new  stone  church,"  which  was  in 
process  of  erection,  (21 )  In  his 
private  diary,  sent  to  Holland  in  De- 
cember 1746,  Schlatter  gives  the  first 
intimation  that  there  was  trouble  in 
his  congregation,  for  he  writes:  "Of 
Do.  Dorsius  I  cannot  report  anything 
certain  at  present,  inasmuch  as  I  will 
not  believe  the  bad  reports  which  are 
here  and  there  circulated  about  him, 
before  I  have  convinced  myself  of 
their  truth.  (22) 

Dorsius  was  not  present  at  the  pre- 
liminary meeting,  leading  to  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Coetus  (or  Conven- 
tion) of  the'  Reformed  churches  of 
Pennsylvania,  which  was  held  at 
Philadelphia  Octoiber  12,  1746.  But 
he  informed'  Schlatter  "in  a  friendly 
letter,  that  he  was  unable  to  at- 
tend! on  account  of  domestic  arramge- 
ments."(23)  In  his  private  diary 
Schlatter  explains  that  on  the  day  of 
the  conference  Dorsius  had  become  a 
father.  (24) 

But,  although  Dorsius  bad  offered 
to  assist  Schlatter  in  every  way  possi- 
ble, he  was  not  in  full  sympathy  with 
his  mission  and  plan.  This  is  evident 
from  a  letter  which  Dorsius  address- 
ed to  him  January  19,  1747,(25)  in 
answer  to  a  letter  of  Schlatter.  In 
this  letter  he  informed  Schlattei-, 
that  neither  he  (Doi'sius)  nor  his  con- 
sistory considered  themselves  under 
obligation  to  submit  to  an  ex- 
amination by  Schlatter,  that  Schlat- 

(21)  Schlatter's  Life  and  Travels, 
p.  129. 

(22)  See  the  diary  as  published  by 
the  writer  in  Journal  of  Presbyterian 
Historical  Society,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  118. 

(23)  Schlatter's  Life  and  Travels, 
p.  136. 

(24)  See  Journal  of  Presb.  Histori- 
cal Society,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  116. 

(25)  Now  at  the  Hague,  74,  I,  51 
(12). 


ter's  desire  "'as  in  conflict  with  his  in- 
structions from  Holland,  which  re- 
stricted: him  to  the  German  churches. 
Moreover,  he  served  notice  on  Schlat- 
ter that  his  congregation  did  not  con- 
sider itself  as  being  under  the  super- 
vision of  any  Dutch  Classis,  nor  haa 
any  intention  of  placing  itself  rmder 
them,  so  that,  according  to  their- 
opinion,  Schlatter  was  stretching  his 
authority  in  his  effort  to  include 
them.  He  warned  Schlatter  by  his  own 
experience  several  years  before,  when 
he  had  mad'e  a  similar  effort,  to  his 
own  grief  and  loss.  He  also  notified 
Schlatter  that  a  week  after  his  visit 
his  consistory  had  met,  who,  when 
vS'chlatter's  demandi  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  them,  had  refused'  abso- 
lutely to  allow  any  examination  to  be 
made,  inasmuch  as  they  had  asked 
the  Church  of  Holland  for  a  minis- 
ter merely,  but  not  for  an  examiner. 
Thiey  declaredi,  however,  that  Do. 
Dorsius  would!  be  ready  to  give 
Schlatter  any  information  he  might 
wish  to  have  and  in  a  postscript 
Dorsius  added  that  a  friendly  visit  by 
Schlatter  would  be  welcome. 

But  the  career  of  Dorsius  in  Penn- 
sylvania came  to  an  unexpected  end 
in  the  year  1748.  On  May  2,  1748, 
three  members  of  the  consistory  at 
Neshaminy,  Hendrik  Croesen,  Jacob 
Bennet  and  Jacob  Van  der  Grift,  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  Schlatter,  (26)  in 
which  they  informed  him  that  they 
had  paid'  him  a  visit  at  his  house,  but 
had:  not  found  him  at  home.  They 
asked  him  to  come  to  Bucks  county 
on  June  2nd'  or  if  not,  to  notify  them. 
As  Schlatter  started'  on  his  journey  to 
Virginia  May  3,  174S,  the  letter  did 
not  reach  Mm  till  his  return.  May 
21st.  On  June  23rd,  he  writes  in  his- 
journal:  "I  went  to  Northampton 
[Buck's  County],  upon  the  earnest 
solicitations  of  tbe  congregation,  and 
preached  for  the  Dutch  congregation 
of  Mr.  Dorstius,  for  the  first  time,  as 
well  as  I  could  in  their  lang-uage.  My 
efforts  to  abate  the  strife  existing  be- 
wecn  minister  and  congregation  were 


(26)  Also  at  the  Hague,  74,  I,  51 
(13).  -      .  ^ 
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fruitless;  and,  as  Mr.  Dorstius  con- 
tinues in  his  purpose  to  g-o  ov-er  to 
Holland,  I  promised  to  ^■isit  them 
once  a  month  to  preach  for  tliem  in 
the  week." (27) 

The  rest  of  the  sad  story  is  told  in 
two  notices  which  appeared  in  ,  the 
Pennsylvania  Gazette.  On  June  9, 
1748,  Dorsius  notified  the  public  that 
his  wife  had  eloped  from  him  and 
hence  he  warned  people  "not  to  trust 
her  on  his  account,"  as  he  would  not 
pay  her  de'bts.  This  notice  was  an- 
swered, on  June  16,  174S,  by  Derrick 
Hog:eland,  his  father-in-law,  by  the 
following-  statement: 

"Whereas  Peter  Henry  Dorsius  did 
.^•ome  weeks  since  advertise  his  wife 
Jane  as  eloped  from  him,  etc.  This 
is  to  certify  whom  it  may  concern, 
that  after  a  long-  series  of  ill-usage, 
pati-ently  borne  by  the  said  Jane  and 
a  course  of  intemperance  and  ex~ 
travag-ance,  for  which  he  has  been 
suspended  from  the  exercise  of  his 
ministerial  office  in  the  Dutch  con- 
gregation in  Southampton;  when  he 
had  squandered  most  of  his  sub- 
stance, sold  and  spent  a  g-reat  part  of 
his  household  goods  and  was  about  to 
sell  the  remainder,  though  he  had  be- 
fore in  his  sober  hours  by  direction 
of  a  magistrate  made  them  over  for 
the  use  of  his  family,  when  he  had  for 
several  days  abandoned  his  dwelling 
and  left  his  wife  and  three  children 
nothing  to  subsist  on,  her  father 
found  himself  at  length  under  a 
necessity  to  take  her  and  them  into 
his  care  and  protection  and  accord- 
ing-ly  fetched  them  home^  to  his  own 
house,  which  h-e  would  not  otherwise 
have  done,  having  beside  a  large 
family  of  his  own  to  provide  for. 

DERRICK  HOGELAXD." 

After  such  an  exposure,  Dorsius 
could  not  hope  to  maintain  himself 
in  Pennsylvania.  Hence  he  left  Phil- 
adelphia on  August  4,  1748,  on  a  ship 
which  w-as  bound  for  Dublin,  Ireland. 
Forced  by  contrary  wind  to  enter  the 
harbor  of  Belfast,  Dorsius  founa 
there  another    sloop  to  take    him  to 


(27)  Schlatter's  Life  and  Travels 
p.  ISO. 


Rotterdam,  where  he  arrived  on 
October  1,  1748,  oldi  style.  In  Hol- 
land he  assisted  at  first  several  sick 
ministers  at  Rotterdam  and  Maas 
Sluys.  Later  he  became  assistant  to 
the  minister  of  the  Count  of  Issel- 
stein.  From  Isselstein  he  addressed 
a  letter  to  the  Deputies  in  June  1749, 
5"  which  he  related  at  length  his  ex- 
periences in  Penns>'lvania.  He  gave 
as  his  reason  for  his  return  to  Hol- 
land the  fact  that  his  salary  had  de- 
creased' so  much  that  he  was  unable 
to  live  on  it.  On  May  24,  1749,  he 
appeared  before  the  Deputies  at  The 
Hague.  He  handed  to  them  a  written 
report,  and  offered  to  make  an  oral 
-statement  at  the  meeting  of  the 
S\nod  of  South  Holland,  held  July 
S-IS.  1749.  at  The  Hag-ue,  which  he 
aidi.  But  the  Synod  referred  his  case 
to   the  Deputies  for  consideration. 

On  January  20-23,  1750,  Dorsius 
appeared  ag'ain  before  the  Deputies 
and  asked  for  a  dismission  to  go  to 
d'Elmina,  a  sea.  port  of  the  Gold 
Toast,  "West  Africa.  But,  after  ex- 
amining their  minutes,  the  Deputies 
concluded  that,  as  they  had  not  called 
him  to  Bucks  county,  they  could  not 
dismiss  him,  but  that  he  would  have 
tn  address  himself  to  his  former  con- 
.gresation  for  a  dismissal. 

On  May  27-29,  17.50,  the  Deputies 
received  a  letter  from  Mrs. 
Dorsius. (28)  in  which  .she  stated  that 
she  had  been  married  to  Dorsius  De- 
cember 16,  1740'.  She  complained 
liitterly  about  his  conduct  during 
their  married-  life,  and  that,  after  his 
suspension  by  the  consistory,  he  had 
aliandoned  her  and  their  three  chil- 
d'ren.  At  the  Synod  of  South  Holland, 
held  at  Woerden  on  July  1750,  the 
case  of  Dorsius  and  his  wife  w-as 
once  more  referred  to  the  Deputies 
for  settlement. 

It  also  came  before  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam,  On  January  i:"!,  1750, 
the  dii-ectors  of  the  West  India  Com- 
pany notified  the  Classis  that  they 
had  appointed  Doi-sius  as  minister  to 
d'Elmina,  and  asked  the  Classis  to 
confirm  the  call.    The    latter  replied 

(28)  Recorded  in  the  minutes  of 
the  deputies. 
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that  they  had  no  objection  to  the  ap- 
pointment, providedi  Doisius  would 
prove  his  leg^al  dismission  from 
Pennsylvania  and  submit  a  testi- 
monial of  his  character.  (29)  To  the 
lepeated  requests  of  the  Classis, 
Dorsius  failed  to  make  a  satisfactory 
reply.  Finally,  on  October  5,  17  50, 
the  Classis  v.-as  informed  by  the 
Synodical  Deputies  regarding  the 
facts  in  the  case  and  that  the  where- 
abouts of  Dorsius  was  unknown. 
These  facts  were  ordered  to  be  com- 
municated to  the  West  India  Com- 
pany. (30)  This  endied  the  career  of 
Dorsius  in  the  Dutch  Church.  What 
became  of  him  afterwards  is  un- 
known. 

His  wife  was  for  many  years  sup- 
ported by  the  Coetus  of  Pennsylvania. 
On  April  I'G,  175:1,  the  Coetus  voted  fS 


for  her  support,  including  £6  gi\en 
the  Synod  of  North  Holland.  (:n) 
From  that  date  she  received  a  yearly 
subsidy  in  amounts  from  £4  to  £10. 
In  1757  she  is  called  for  the  first 
time  "Widow  Dorsius"  in  the  min- 
utes, (?.2)  hence  her  husband  must 
have  died  sometime  between  June 
1756  and  August  1757.  Donations  to 
her  are  on  record  from  175o-1776. 

The  ministry  of  Doi-sius  from  17o7- 
17  48  closed  the  second  chapter  in  the 
history  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  con- 
gregation of  Bucks  county. 


(29)  See  Ecclesiastical  Records  of 
New  York,  Vol.  IV,  p.  3105. 

(30)  1.  c,  p.  3188. 

(31)  See  Minutes  of  Coetus,  p.  87. 

(32)  1.  c.  p.  IfiO. 


